Nov. 4]             ST CHARLES BQRROMEO, B, C.                 1369

In November 1562, the saint's elder and only brother was carried off
in the blooin of life and most flourishing fortune by a sudden fever.   St
Charles, who had never forsaken him during his illness, bore his death,
which overwhelmed all other friends with consternation and grief, with
surprising resignation;  the sentiments of a lively faith being stronger in
him than those of flesh and blood.    In profound recollection he adored
the decrees of Providence, and was penetrated more seriously than ever
with a sense of eternity and of the instability of human things.   All his
friends, and the pope himself, pressed him to resign his ecclesiastical
dignities and marry to support his family:   but more effectually to rid
himself of their solicitations, he made more haste to engage himself in
orders, and was ordained priest before the end of that year.    The pope
soon after created him grand penitentiary and arch-priest of St Mary
Major.   St Charles founded at that time the noble college of the Borromeos
at Pavia for the education of the clergy of Milan, and obtained several
bulls for the reformation of many abuses in ecclesiastical discipline.   The
council of Trent, which had been often interrupted and resumed, was
brought to a conclusion in 1563, the last session being held on the 5th
of December, in which the decrees of all the former sessions under Paul III,
Julius III, and Pius IV were confirmed and subscribed by two hundred
and fifty-five fathers, viz. four legates of the holy see, two cardinals, three
patriarchs, twenty-five archbishops, one hundred and sixty-eight bishops,
thirty-nine deputies of absent prelates, seven abbots, and seven generals
of religious Orders.    Difficulties which seemed insurmountable had been
thrown in the way, sometimes by the emperor, sometimes by the King of
France, sometimes by the King of Spain, or others; and it was owing to
the unwearied zeal and prudence, and doubtless to the prayers of St Charles
Borromeo, that they were all happily removed; who, informing the prelates
and princes of his uncle's sickness, engaged them by his pressing solicitations
to hasten the close of that venerable assembly.   No sooner was it finished
but St Charles began strenuously to enforce the execution of all its decrees
for the reformation of discipline.   At his instigation, the pope pressed
earnestly all bishops to found seminaries according to the decree of the
council, and set the example by establishing such a seminary at Rome,
the care of which was committed to the Jesuits.1   In opposition to the
new errors, his holiness published, in 1564, the creed which bears his
name, and commanded all who are preferred to ecclesiastical livings,
dignities, &c., to subscribe the same,2

St Charles had always about him several very learned and virtuous
persons: his spiritual director in Rome was F. Ribera, a learned Jesuit,
and by his advice he regulated his retreats and devotions.

King Philip II had settled upon St Charles a yearly pension of nine
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